
The Neglected M ine 
By Joseph Barreca 

 
 Field trips to established mines where you can 
drive up to the tailing pile and pick rocks immediately 
are good for rock clubs.  But if you really want the feel 
of discovery that drove the gold booms, you need to 
discover some mineral veins for yourself.  One way to 
do that is to re-discover old mines with no roads to 
them.  Mike Latapie and I were looking through my 
Geologic Atlas of Stevens County last winter and 
found one near his place up on Onion Creek, called 
The Neglected Mine.  If ever an old mine cried out 
for some attention from the local rock hounds, this was 
it. 
 We failed to find it that trip though Lord 
knows we tried.  With the snow off the mountains, 
Mike went up again on his own and found lots of stuff, 
an old cabin, a vein of calcite crystals, some mine 
tunnels…  He and Dave Paquette made their way up 
once after that and found even more calcite.  That’s the 
thing about making your own discovery, you need to 
share it or keep it a secret.  So Mike has been sharing 
quite a bit and here it is. 

 
 The four holes in this cliff are the Neglected 
Mine (lead and zinc mostly).  The top of the rock is 
2000 feet above the valley floor.  Mike drove his jeep 
up an old logging road for the first 750 feet.  Then we 
took the “easy” route clinging to the face of the rock 
up to the knob that this picture was taken from at 3700 
feet.  It was a good place to get a perspective on the 

whole venture.  Just below us to the southeast was the 
old miners cabin, well- not that old, it had round nails 
holding it together.  Beyon that was the cliff where 
Mike found some nice calcite crystals that glow under 
UV light. 
 To the southwest was the valley floor and the 
Clungston-Onion Creek road. 

 
This was also the “path” back down.  The cliff with 
the mines in it was several hundred feet above the 
cabin to the northeast. 

 



 The calcite vein went up the face of the cliff 
just beyond the cabin.  Water carved a series of holes 
and crevasses down the cliff that pack rats decided 
were excellent view property.  Rusty bubbles of calcite 
crystals filled vugs along the watercourse. 

 
 Just north of this cliff is the “Spearhead”.  And 
behind that is another deposit of calcite with clearer 
crystals that don’ t respond as much to UV light. 

 
The “Spearhead” 
shown here 
actually stands 
easily without 
Mike’s help.  The 
mines themselves 
did not have 
many rocks that 
were interesting.  
But someone 
worked very hard 
to blast those 
mines. 
 The 
lowest mine 
tunnel that we 

explored had some rail and an old stope where ore fell 
through a hole into mine cars on the track below.  It 
was very solid rock.  There were new red flags around 
the area so someone else is looking at it again.  It was 
easy to see why it might be “neglected”.  If you have 
ideas about easier places to visit and collect rocks, we 
should really consider them and leave this mine alone. 
 


