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 As the skies cleared into a bright fall day, 
16 rock hounds from the Panorama Gem and 
Mineral Club lined up outside the Fruitland Store 
for an expedition to the Crystal Dig, Deer Trail 
Monitor Mine and Deer Trail Mine.  Eight cars 
caravanned up the Fruitland Valley Rd and 
consolidated down to 5 after turning off the 

Conner road onto a back dirt tract connecting to 
more serviceable roads further up the mountain.  
Rex Barrans led the group which included people 
from Coeur d’  Alene and Pend Oreille Clubs. 
 When we got to the area of the Crystal Dig, 
Rex showed people what to look for and 
conducted a short tour.  Holes had already been 
started along a cut bank off the road and just above 
it.  The quartz vein seemed to start with some 
whitish “Bull Quartz”  that had pockets of epidote 

above it.  Two or three feet down into the vein, 
wet rusty clay surrounded the quartz and there was 
a layer of black goo with it.  The crystals in this 

area were 
most often 
broken 
and I 
don’ t 
think we 
found any 
really 
great 
ones.  
Further 
down 
there were 
some 
smaller 

smoky quartz that were pretty clear and a lot of 
non-smoky crystals.  Better crystals seemed to 
have a coating of white mica as well as the brown 
or black clay. 
 The group divided into diggers and 
crackers.  The diggers dug right down to the 
bottom of the existing holes, the crackers poked 
around in the debris and whacked likely looking 

rocks with their hammers.  Probably no one had 
more fun than Sylvia Petty, Tammy’s young 
daughter, who was constantly finding treasures for 
everyone. 
 After lunch, Rex led us up the road a half 
mile to the old Deer Trail Monitor mine.  We 
crawled over the tailings pile looking for raw 
molybdenum and also found layered green and 
black rocks with massive deposits of garnet.  The 
Monitor was not a tremendously successful mine, 



but the government worked it during WWII to 
supplement the war effort.  The most molybdenum 
was near the bottom of the south side of the 
tailings pile.  
 From the Monitor, Rex led an excursion to 
the Deer Trail Mine 5 or 6 miles to the south. The 
Deer Trail, at times employed up to 300 miners 
and operated as late as 1985.  The reserves are 
calculated at 800,000 tons of magnesia, a half 
million tons of lead, zinc, copper and silver ore.  It 
is said to have produced over 3 million dollars 
worth of ore in its lifetime and if the price of silver 
were to climb, would be profitable to mine for  
another $1.5 billion worth of  proven reserves.  
Right now it is a big mess left from the liquidation 
of Madre Mining’s equipment.  They ran a ball 
mill and recovered value from tailing piles and 
overburden totaling 240 tons of silver, lead and 
zinc ore in 1983.  The consolidated mining 
property at Deer Trail includes several mines and 
covers 1000 acres. (Condensed from The Gold 

Seekers by Pauline Battein.) 
 Access to the Monitor was a bit dicey on 
the route we took.  There appear to be several 
other possible routes.  Private landowners have cut 
off the nearest ones.  The red line on the 
accompanying map traces the route we took – 
suitable for 4 wheel drive rigs with 8 inches of 
clearance.  The green route from the Turk Mine 

cuts off from the road to the Deer Trail Mine and 
is good at least to that point, although I have not 
driven the whole route. 
 Boise Cascade appears to own the Crystal 
dig and Monitor mines property (NE Corner of Sec 
24, Twp 30, Rng 37) but not the underlying 
mineral rights.  They are probably still in the hands 
of the Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources.  Rex reports that the area is posted as 
State property. 

  


