Horseshoe Mt Crystal Dig
By Joseph Barreca

On June 25™ Mike Latapie led an early
morning expedition to the Horseshoe Mt. Crystal dig.
Thisisapopular site with club members and nearly
impossible to find the first time without a guide. DNR
records show that isit at the location of the ZallaM
Mine. The mineralslisted in the Geologic Atlas of
Ferry County are Calcite, Flourite, Hessite, Sericite,
Krennerite, Zoisite, Epidote, Galena and Chlorite
Group plus many others. Chief among the others are
quartz crystals. They can be very clear and Mike
found some with a light purple cast that might be
Amethyst or Fluorite. Vugs full of crystals can be
found everywhere at thissite.  Thecliff drops off at a
steep pitch but you can still find footing.

This picture shows a weathered open vug that
istypical along the line of the cliff.

Y ou can seethe Silver Bel Mineto the West
as you near thetiny back road to this Crystal site. We
did not exploreit. All the mines on that side of the
road contain Fluorine. They might be worth a look at
night with the UV light. A quick look at some crystals
we brought home shows that several havethat eerie
violet glow of fluorite themselves when seen under
UV light. Thereis moreto this site than you can see
with afirst look.

Thereis also plenty to see with that first look.
For onething, the view into the Storm King Mountain
group just south of Horseshoe Mountain is inspiring.
For another, the wildflowers including blue
penstemmon, purple larkspur and orange paintbrush
were enchanting.

We found an old mineshaft that went down 10
feet or so into solid rock. Water, logs and water-
loving plants had collected in the bottom. Much of the
siteisvery nice just theway it is. Thishole was like
that. It didn't make any senseto muck it up trying to
figure out why they worked so hard drilling straight
down to make this hole.

The partsthat are already opened up area
good placeto start. The mineralization is so
widespread that almost any rock you turn over will
have crystals on several sides. Many are so small that
it is pretty much impossible to break them out of the
rest of therock. The best crystals the group found
were hidden on the underside of arock that Mike was
prying up. When he heard the crunch of crystals, it
was already too late to save many of the rare purple
cast specimens that turned out to bethere.  Hammers,
chisels and pry bars are good tools for this site, but
you need to be careful. There are also lots of little
treasures to be found lying on the ground.

Getting there was part of the fun, maybe not
the best part. It isalong drive on gravel roads even
after you get out on the West Fork of Trout Creek Rd.
Trout Creek road itsdf is a paved county road (mostly)
going up from West Curlew Lake Rd West toward
Rose Valley and then swinging back South toward the
Knob Hill Mine. Just after it turns South, The West

Fork road cuts back to the
right and then heads West
again up Trout Creek.



It is 8.5 miles from where West Fork Trout
Creek Road cuts off Trout Creek to the crystal site.
About 2 miles up you pass through Bowes Meadow, a
natural open wetland that is hometo alot of wildlife.
Keep going for /2 mile to where theroad splits. Stay
right to get on to Old Sheridan Rd. Another /2 mile
along, the Horseshoe Mt. Rd takes off to theright. Go
straight ahead. A mile or so further on the road swings
North and starts to wind and climb. At about the 8"
mile, thereis aroad to theleft into the Silver Bell.
Y ou can see the piles of rock from the main road. Just
past that this little road goes right and winds 1/2 mile
up onefairly steep part — though even the two-wheel
drive vehicles made it —to the top of thecliff. Park
anywhere. Go out to seethe view and look down at
the dig just below you.

(Sincethistrip | have learned that there are
several other crystal digsinthearea. So expect more
storiesto follow.)



