We Got the Blues on Grouse Creek Rd
By Joseph Barreca

With visions of little carved figures in my
head, | wanted to find some malachite in Stevens
County. Since there are hundreds of old copper mines
in the county, that didn’t seem like such a stretch.
Turns out that it is more difficult than just driving up
to some old mine and picking up some high-quality
green malachite. A man injured himself in a 60 foot
fall exploring the United Copper mine a few months
ago. Most mines are played-out, sloughed-in or just
plain off limits. What malachite can be found is not
big, pure or hard. Finding the darker blue azuriteis
even harder and the highly prized chrysocollais pretty
much out-of-reach. So | was glad to have some help
from Bob and Luci Bristow in finding what we did.
These are darn nice garden and shelf rocks, and were
not too hard or dangerous to find.

The two places we looked are not far apart and
just north of Loon Lake. | have heard different
versions of their names. The DNR calls them the
“Loon Lake Blue Bell” and the “ Suzan Copper
Prospect.” They arejust off Solokar and Grouse
Creek county
roads. Turn
at Roitz Rd.

The
Blue Bird
had a small
ore body that
played out.
They left
behind some
pretty big
tailings piles
whereyou
can still find
pieces of
green
malachite.
Down below
isan active
beaver pond.
Itis
interesting to

see how the beaver made a dam without plugging up
the culvert under theroad. The May Flies were thick
while we werethere. They don’t bite, but Cheryl had
to brush them off my back. Bob pointed out that big
rocks usually rall to the bottom of the pile. This
means that in order to get at them, you need to move
the smaller gravel first. Little green rocks popped out
at you everywhere, but bigger ones are going to take
some work. (Forest Capital took it over from Boise.)

Look for this green gate on the East side of
Solokar Rd a little over 1/2 mile from where it joins
Grouse Creek. You will haveto park hereand walk in
about 200 yards. Thetailings piles are on the North
side of the road and go back into the woods.

The “ Suzan Copper Prospect” was never
really a mine, though Bob says they had some tunnels
there. Itiscavedin now. Thereisasmall pull off
just north of the big field on the west side of Grouse
Creek Rd. You can seetherock outcrops under the
trees. Park there and walk to the far side of the
outcrop. Some nice specimens have been found here
with both the green malachite and blue azurite stains

on white quartz.
Again, you will
need to do some
digging. Thisisa
small pocket, so
don't be greedy.
Bob amost didn’'t
let me write about
it. Thereisbound
to be a better dig
somewhere else
nearby, but for
now, itisalittle
blue bird of
happiness.



